The development of a robust green economy requires significant changes in the range of skills possessed by the American workforce.  In 2006, the National Renewable Energy Laboratory listed the lack of skilled workers as one of the top ten nontechnical barriers to growth in the renewable energy and energy efficiency industries.
  According to the American Solar Energy Society (ASES), these industries provided approximately 9 million jobs nationwide and $1 trillion in annual revenue in 2007.  ASES also estimated that they could provide up to 37 million jobs and $4.3 trillion in annual revenue by 2030 with aggressive technological and economic investments.
  Furthermore, the Council of Mayors projects that government investment in renewable power generation, residential and commercial retrofitting and renewable transportation fuels could create 2.5 million new jobs by 2018.

To this end, American Recovery and Reinvestment Act of 2009 designated $500 million nationwide for projects that prepare workers for careers in a range of sectors,
  including energy efficient building, construction, and retrofits, renewable electric power, energy efficient vehicles, biofuels and manufacturing that produces sustainable products and uses sustainable processes and materials.
  Recognizing the importance of training, the Departments of Labor, Energy and Education signed a memorandum of understanding that prescribes cooperation at every level.
  In addition, the State of New York received $26.8 million for adult job training programs.
  At least 85% of this funding will be passed down to local Workforce Investment Areas, while the remaining 15% will be retained by the state to support innovative training programs and to support local area oversight, technical assistance and administrative activities.
 New York City’s Workforce Investment Board received $15 million from the stimulus bill for adult job training programs.

Green University intends to utilize partnerships to design and distribute training approaches that lead to portable industry credentials and employment in the renewable energy and energy efficiency sectors.  We will deploy leading online learning applications to deliver courses prepared by national trade organizations.  Our easy-to-use interactive content will provide adults with the knowledge necessary to pass certification exams and expand the range of their technical proficiencies.  Through our portal, students will access curricular materials, interact with fellow students and the instructor, take practice exams and submit their coursework electronically.
Our online portal will open critical training courses to a wider range of adults: rural citizens living too far from educational centers, middle-class workers managing multiple jobs and young adults who cannot afford the up-front fees charged by institutions of higher education.  We intend to produce a corps of graduate certified in the latest skills demanded by the renewable energy and energy efficiency sectors.
� “Clean Energy Workforce Development: Growing Green Jobs to Achieve Climate and Energy Goals.” Environmental Protection Agency. 24 February 2009.


� “Clean Energy Workforce Development: Growing Green Jobs to Achieve Climate and Energy Goals.” Environmental Protection Agency. 24 February 2009.


� “U.S. Metro Economies: Current and Potential Green Jobs in the U.S. Economy.” United States Conference of Mayors and the Mayors Climate Protection Center. October 2008. � HYPERLINK "http://www.usmayors.org/pressreleases/uploads/GreenJobsReport.pdf" ��http://www.usmayors.org/pressreleases/uploads/GreenJobsReport.pdf�


� Small, Douglas F. “American Recovery and Reinvestment Act of 2009 Competitive Grants for Green Job Training.” Training and Employment Notice. 44-08. Washington, DC: United States Department of Labor. 15 May 2009.


� Graybill, Bonnie. “Understanding the Green Economy—Many shades of Green—Definitions Abound…” California Workforce Investment Board.


California Green Collar Jobs Council. 27 April 2009. � HYPERLINK "http://www.calwia.org/doc_files/GCJC%204-27-09%20green%20definitions.pdf" ��http://www.calwia.org/doc_files/GCJC%204-27-09%20green%20definitions.pdf�


� “The Memorandum of Understanding Among the United States Departments of Education, Energy and Labor.” � HYPERLINK "http://www.dol.gov/recovery/green-jobs-mou.pdf" ��http://www.dol.gov/recovery/green-jobs-mou.pdf�


� American Recovery and Reinvestment Act (H.R. 1) WIA Funding: Local Workforce Investment Area Allocations.  United States Department of Labor.  4 March 2009.


� Paterson, David A. “New York American Recovery & Reinvestment Act Handbook.” Albany, NY: State of New York. 1 May 2009.


� American Recovery and Reinvestment Act (H.R. 1) WIA Funding: Local Workforce Investment Area Allocations.  United States Department of Labor.  4 March 2009.





